Writing Assignments-Anthropology 100
As part of this course you are required to write a "term paper" that will focus on one of the three subfields that we have covered during the course (Biological Anthropology, Archaeology, and Cultural Anthropology).  You will find all the information you need for witting the course paper within the Course Paper Information folder on blackboard.  Each of the three paper topics involves watching a film and then writing a paper updating the information presented in the film.  You will submit one copy of the paper via safe-assignment and you will hand in a hard copy.  Please be sure to read all the documents contained within the blackboard folder as they all include important information.

Topic 1 (Physical Anthropology: Neanderthals on Trial)

Topic 2 (Archaeology: The Iceman Murder Mystery)
Topic 3 (Cultural Anthropology: Globalization and Mardi Gras Beads)
Due date
The paper is due on April 13 at 9am at the beginning of lecture.  No late papers will be accepted after April 15 3pm.  One letter grade will be deducted for each day that the paper is handed in late.  

Requirements:
Overall the term paper is to be at least 6 pages long (not including cover page, citations, Times New Roman font, 12 pt size), represent independent scholarly research and be carefully written. Papers that are less than five pages long will not be accepted. You must include a cover sheet with a title, your name, TA, and discussion day/time, and the prompt.  It should look like this:




Title of Paper
Your Name

The name of your TA 

Discussion Day/Time

Your email address

The name of the movie that you are “reviewing”
All Citations cited in APA or MLA format (if you want to use a different citation style, you must clear that with your TA). Essays must be submitted to Safe Assign—if the essay is not submitted to safe assign, you will receive a “0”. If there is evidence of plagiarism, you will receive a 0 and be subject to further disciplinary action. 
Submission Information:

· You must submit a paper copy of your research paper as well as an electronic version onto Blackboard through Safe Assign.  

· The hard copy needs to be handed in at the beginning of the lecture while the electronic version must be submitted through the Blackboard website by the beginning of lecture. 
· Students who submit only one version (electronic or hard copy) of their paper, or who submit a different electronic version than hard copy of their paper may receive a zero for the assignment.  

· Late Papers:

· Late papers will not be accepted without a penalty unless there is a compelling reason and only if the instructor and TA have been consulted well in advance.  

· Papers that are handed in after the deadline will be marked down a grade for each day late.  If it is turned in after the lecture finishes it will be counted as 1 day late. 
Paper Formatting:

· 12 point font size

· Times New Roman font  

· 1 inch margins on all sides

· Double-Spaced

· Last name and page number on bottom right corner of every page except cover page

· Bibliography/Works Cited Page 

· Staple the paper in the top left hand corner

· Do not use plastic covers or binders

Writing the paper:


You should be especially careful to write the paper using clear and accurate spelling, grammar, and sentence structure.  Before handing in the paper, you may wish to read it out loud several times.  This will help you find awkward sentences, grammatical errors, and other mistakes which you may skip over while simply scanning the paper with your eyes. A clear and logical narrative flow is not just a matter of style; it is critical in the formation and presentation of the research topic.  We cannot evaluate the quality of the research if the writing is cluttered with grammatical mistakes, run-on sentences, and jumps of logic.

KEEP IN MIND that this is an Anthropological paper.  Your sources and the way in which you approach the topic must be anthropological.  You can draw from history, biology, business, the medical field, etc., but the primary goal of the paper is to examine an issue from an anthropology perspective.  
Scholarly vs. Popular Sources; Newspaper articles, popular magazines, general Web sources, or dictionaries are not considered to be scholarly sources.  (Please note many students are not careful with their references and they lose a lot of points on their papers because of these errors.)
Please note that magazines such as National Geographic, Science Today or Archaeology have good information, but they are not scholarly sources.  Also note that web sources such as Wikipedia and dictionary.com are not scholarly sources and will not be counted among the five that you must use.  A quick way to help determine if a source is scholarly is to see if a detailed bibliography (or list of references cited) is included at the end of the source.  If you cannot determine if a source is scholarly or not, ask the reference librarian or your TA.  You can also do the first optional writing assignment that is offered in this course, and it will teach you about scholar vs popular sources.
Here is a list of some good anthropological journals that are considered scholarly.  These are not the only scholarly sources, but they are some of the most common.  You can access these journals through the UIC library or online.

· American Anthropologist

· Antiquity

· Ancient Mesoamerica

· American Antiquity

· Current Anthropology

· Latin American Antiquity

· Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research

· Journal of Archaeological Science

· Journal of World Prehistory

· Journal of Anthropological Archaeology
Citations: Even when you are not quoting directly from a text you need to show what sources you have used to gather information.  You must show references throughout your report showing where you received your information. An in-text citation must include the author’s last name, the year it was published, and the page number of the book or article where you got the information.  Here are three examples of different kinds of references: 
Direct quote: “West Mexican art had a sacred rather than a secular function” (Furst 2005: 35).

Paraphrased quote: West Mexican art did not have a secular function, but instead appeared to have more of a sacred purpose (Furst 2005: 35).

Source reference: According to Furst (2005: 35), West Mexican art had a sacred function.

Do not use lengthy quotations

Many times when you are writing a paper, you may be tempted to use lengthy quotations from your references that look like this:
. . . all the people with the Capac Cocha, which by another name is called Cachaguaes, . . . went separated from one another, without going by the royal road directly, but without turning anywhere, traversing the gorges and mountains that they found before them, until each one reached the part and place that . . . were waiting to receive the said sacrifices . . . [Molina 1989:126-127 (ca. 1575)]

We realize that these types of quotations make writing your papers much faster.  However, these types of quotations are not necessary and should not be used for this type of short paper.  ALWAYS try to put information from your sources in your own words!  Putting the material in your own words shows the reader that you are knowledgeable about your subject.  If you use lengthy quotations they will NOT count towards your overall page length.
Illustrations

Note that if you use illustrations, such as pictures or maps, you must also provide citations for them.  It is not enough to simply photocopy a figure and staple in to the back of your report.  You must provide information on where you obtained the illustration, and a caption explaining why the illustration has been used in the report.  Also, illustrations are not included in your total page count.
Plagiarism

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  If you are caught using someone else’s paper, not citing your sources, turning in a paper from another class, copying and pasting from websites, etc. you will receive a zero on your paper, and you may fail the class and/or have a formal complaint written against you and placed on your permanent record at the university.  Please make sure that all of the work you turn in is your own and that your information is properly cited.  The Blackboard submission through SafeAssign checks your paper against web sources, other student’s papers from both previous and current semesters at UIC and other colleges, and provides us with a summary report of any lines of text that are similar to another source.  In short, it makes it very easy for us to see plagiarism in your papers, so please do not use someone else’s words.  If you are not sure what constitutes as plagiarism, please ask one of the instructor’s and we will help you.
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